Name______________________________________
The paragraphs you write must have: topic sentences, an answer to the questions and info from the novel that supports your answer.

After reading chapter 1, answer the following:

Reread the author’s description of each important character introduced in chapter one. Which one of the following characters, Ponyboy, Sodapop, Darry, Two-Bit, Dallas, Johnny or Steve, would you want to be friends with? Explain why this person would be a good friend.
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Why do you think some boys became Greasers and some became Socs? How were their lives better and worse for becoming gang members?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

After reading chapter 2, answer the following:

A flashback is a device that an author uses to interrupt a story in order to relate an event that happened at an earlier time. What past event did the author relate?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Why did the author use a flashback in this chapter? ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Why was the information in the flashback important? _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Describe the rules of a fair fight? Do you think there’s a difference between a fair fight and a regular fight? Explain.
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Why do you think Pony and the other Greasers resent the Socs? Explain.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

After reading chapter 3, answer the following:

Complete the T-Chart below with words or phrases that describe Ponyboy’s character. Identify information from the story that supports each character trait. 
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Cherry told Ponyboy that the Socs wanted to be “cool to the point of not feeling anything.” What do you and your friends do to be cool? Do you think it’s possible to be too cool? Explain.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Why do you think Ponyboy was happy to realize that both he and Cherry saw the same sunsets?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Complete the double bubble map below comparing and contrasting Greasers and Socs










In the novel, The Outsiders, S.E. Hinton writes about 2 rival gangs: The Greasers and the Socs. Based upon what you have read so far, write an essay comparing and contrasting the two gangs. 

In your essay, be sure to include:

· An introduction to the essay

· How the 2 gangs are similar

· How the 2 gangs are different

· The problems these two gangs face because of these similarities and differences

 (  Check your writing for correct spelling, punctuation and grammar. 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

After reading chapter 4, answer the following:

Do you think Ponyboy and Johnny had to run away? What other choices could they have made?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What do you think Darry and Soda will do when they discover Ponyboy is missing? What might be happening in the Curtis household?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Complete the T-Chart below with words or phrases that describe Johnny’s character. Identify information from the story that supports each character trait. 



After reading chapter 5, answer the following:

Idioms are expressions that do not mean exactly what they say. Tell the meanings of the following idioms from chapter 5

1. Johnny let me look in the old mirror…I did a double take. ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. We killed time by playing poker. ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. I was dying for a Pepsi.  ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4. You both look like you’ve been through the mill.  ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
5. We both got a little green around the gills when Dally took a corner on two wheels with the breaks screaming.  ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Reread Robert Frost’s poem. What do you think Frost is describing? Why did Pony remember the poem?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

After reading chapter 6, answer the following:

Even before the fire Johnny decided to go back home, why does he make this decision? Do you think the Pony’s letter from home influenced Johnny?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

An event like the fire in the church would have been reported by local newspapers and TV stations. Imagine you are a reporter covering this story and write an article for your newspaper. Be sure to include the important who, what, where, when, and why of the incident.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Do you think Ponyboy and Johnny acted heroically? Should they have left the safety of their hiding place? Would you have acted in a similar way?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

After reading chapter 7, answer the following:

Vocabulary matching column: Put the letter of the word that best matches the definition

_____1. shocked; amazed




a. mimic

_____2. real






b. palomino


_____3. single; one





c. manslaughter

_____4. happening again and again


d. genuine

_____5. horse with a golden mane and tail

e. recurring
_____6. imitate






f. aghast

_____7. killing of a human being



g. individual

Pretend you are a judge and have to make a decision as to where Pony and Soda should live. What decision would you reach and explain how you came to this decision.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Why do you think some people act differently in a group than they do when they are alone? Recall a time this happened to you or someone you know.
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

After reading chapter 8, answer the following:

Vocabulary matching column: Put the letter of the word that best matches the definition

_____1. likeness in appearance



a. numb

_____2. generous





b. faltered


_____3. lacking emotion or feeling


c. quivering

_____4. hesitated in action or purpose


d. resemblance

_____5. shaking with a slight, rapid motion

e. debate

_____6. consider both sides of an argument 

f. charitable

Explain why you think Johnny refused to see his mother

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Write about a time when you had to face a dangerous situation that you wished you could have avoided. Describe the situation, why it couldn’t be avoided and what finally happened.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

After reading chapter 9, answer the following:

Compare the advice Dallas gave to Pony to what Johnny said to him. To whom should Ponyboy listen?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Do you think there is any good reason for fighting? Explain.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Why do you think Darry wants to fight Paul?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

After reading chapter 10, answer the following:

Complete the T-Chart below with words or phrases that describe Dallas Winston’s character. Identify information from the story that supports each character trait. 


Imagine you are a reporter describing what happened on the night of the rumble and write an article for your newspaper. Be sure to include the important facts about who, what, where, when, and why of the incident and its aftermath.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What happened to Dally? Do you think he planned what happened to him?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

After reading chapters 11 and 12, answer the following:

Do you agree with Ponyboy that it is better to have others feel hatred toward you rather than pity? Explain.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What messages do you think this book communicates?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Why do you think the author decided to call this book The Outsiders? Explain.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Looking at the cover of The Outsiders which characters do you think the 4 faces are supposed to represent? While there is no one right answer, you must support your answer with reasons.
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